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Hentoff Nat, Should this Student been have Expelled?

Within an institution, there has to be regulations and policies that guide on the codes of action as well as freedom of speech. One of the most contemporary issues in today’s institutions as well as in the recent past has been on the extent to which there should be freedom of speech and expression. There have been varying opinions as well as debates regarding which extent should students in institutions be given freedom of expression and speech as well as what might be the consequence of not regulating this issue. Many international universities in the world have students from different races, political backgrounds, religious groups, sexual orientations, and many other subgroups. If there is no policy to guide the conduct of the students within these institutions, then there might arise problems every time regarding misuse of the freedom of expression and speech to abuse other people from the peculiar groups, and this might lead to depression and stress within these students. Therefore, there should be penalties for the perpetrators if these penal codes and this way the policies can be upheld. For instance, Brown University had passed laws and codes against students found threatening, abusing, demeaning inappropriately other students and also address actions based on sexual orientation, ethnicity as well as gender and religion. Therefore, with this regard I agree with the decision of Brown University to expel Doug Hann since he was guilty of the codes of conduct that the university had stipulated. 

Critically looking at this scenario, it can well be established that Doug Hann violated what had been stipulated by the university and therefore he was deemed for punishment. Since the penalty for such misdemeanor behavior was expulsion, the Gregorian had the right to do it since the victim in this regard had committed the crime. Doug, having imbibed every kind of spirit on his birthday, he at least could have listened to what his peers told him. They tried to intervene and say to him that his behavior was wanting, but all was in vain. To add on, this has not been the first time when Hann’s words of abuse and demeanor surface the entire university. Hann has been involved in an argument with a black student, and therefore seemingly, the behavior has been ingrown, and there seemed to be no time to let it go. Despite the efforts of his friends to hold him back, he still fought back so that to involve in physical combat with the black students and the Jewish students that he was abusing. If it wasn’t for the other students restraining him, then probably he could have fought with the students he was insulting. Reversing the sentence that was passed against Doug Hann, it could have seemingly been self-contradiction by the University president since he was the one that had proposed the laws. Besides, the decision to expel Hann was never entirely attained by the university president, but rather by the Undergraduate Disciplinary Council.  Therefore, since the decision was not arrived at by the sole individual, then it means that deliberate consideration had been made that ensured the expulsion. 

Free speech, as outlined out by Stanley Fish, 2012 in his article in the New York Times, he says that it is concerned with the lowering of the dignity of those who are involved. There are vulnerable groups in every aspect and therefore hate speech assaults dignity by taking away the assurance. According to Stanley, harms to dignity involves more than giving an offense. Free speech in harming dignity involves the undermining of the public good which Stanley refers to as the implicit assurance that should be extended to every student as well as a citizen. Brown University is not an exception in this regard and therefore is was mandated with the protection of the dignity of all the students despite their different affiliations. 

Conclusively, it should be understood that just like the way an innumerable automobile through its emissions can pollute the air individually, it is the same way that innumerable expressions of the supposedly private hate just like that of Hann combine to produce a substantial toxic effect, which can be operating as slow-acting poison. Given the fact that what is being poisoned is the wellness of life, therefore it is normal to have a thought that the law should be involved. With this case, the law is the penal codes that the university had passed against any actions of hate speech. Therefore, according to my opinion, it was the right decision in expelling Doug Hann since he had gone against the stipulated policies and the university’s code of conduct.
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